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WESTWOOD FIRST SCHOOL 
MUSIC POLICY

'Music is the most universal of all the arts. Ask any person in the city in any 
country what their favourite music is, and they'll always have an answer. So 
treasure music and keep it with you always. ' John Suchet, newscaster -found in Music National 

Curriculum documentI1999

Philosophy 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is 

a vehicle for personal expression and can also play an important part in helping 
children to feel part of a community. We provide opportunities for all children to 

create, play, perform and enjoy music, and to develop the skills to critically 

appreciate a wide variety of musical forms. Music is a practical, creative subject, 
which can be of benefit to all children in developing imagination, the ability to listen 

attentively, and the ability to express personal thoughts, opinions and feelings. We 

aim for all children to have access to and enjoy the music curriculum and 
extracurricular opportunities.

AIMS
Our aims of music teaching are to enable children to:

• To know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical 

structures.
• To know how music is made through a variety of instruments.

• To know how music is composed and written down.

• To know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was 
written.

• To develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appreciating 

music. Music should also be seen as a vehicle for the building of children’s self-
esteem, confidence and self-discipline and the enhancement of life skills.

OBJECTIVES
    By the end of the Key Stage 1 pupils should have had the musical experiences 

which enable them, with varying degrees of skill and understanding to:

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes.
• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 

and recorded music. 
• Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music.

By the end of the Key Stage 2 pupils should have had the musical experiences 

which enable them, with varying degrees of skill and understanding to:
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• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
• Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music.

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
• use and understand staff and other musical notations 

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians.

• Develop an understanding of the history of music.

CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS
• Music links easily and naturally with other curriculum areas. 

• Music can feature as part of a thematic approach to learning.
• Music has close links with other creative and performing arts such as Dance 

and Drama.

§   Music integrates well with other curriculum activities outside the formal 

timetable (e.g. school celebration assemblies and school plays).

APPROACH TO MUSIC
At Westwood First School we use the ‘Charanga Music School’ scheme of work which 
supports all of the requirements of the National Curriculum and gives children access to 

a wide range of musical concepts and experiences. The ‘Charanga Music School’ Scheme 

provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in the school. 
It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, 

assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to 

support every lesson. 

The Scheme supports all the requirements of the new National Curriculum and is in line 
with published OFSTED guidance.

The learning within this scheme is based on: Listening and Appraising; Musical 
Activities - creating and exploring; and Singing and Performing.

We follow Rights Respecting Schools guidelines which influence the ethos and teaching in our 
school.

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING
• Progress in learning is dependent upon careful assessment.
• Assessment is on-going and is integrated into each lesson.

• Each scheme of work is based on progression of skills, culminating in a whole 

class performance. There are assessment opportunities throughout each lesson 
and these are highlighted in the planning. 

• Assessment is based on teachers' own judgement of pupils' classroom music 

ability, against expected musical learning criteria outlined in the Charanga scheme. 
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• Teachers need to record class performances half termly and upload these onto 

the shared drive for moderation and monitoring purposes.
§   Planning and work across the school is monitored termly by the co-ordinator, 

and feedback is received by class teachers.  An improvement plan for Music is 

evaluated and updated annually based mainly on the results of monitoring.
§ Progress in Music is reported to parents annually in a written report and may 

also be discussed at termly parents’ evenings.

§ The co-ordinator is always available for staff to liaise with, if necessary, 
regarding planning, teaching, assessing or resourcing.  

RESOURCES
• The school has one piano in the hall and one piano in the music room, available 

for music lessons.

• The school has one percussion instrument cupboard which is stored in the 
music room and all staff are responsible for keeping this in good order.

• The school has a wide range of recorder and song books which are also kept in 

the music room.

• There is a class set of Glockenspiels (30) which are kept in the music room. 
These should be returned after use.

• CD players are available for use in the hall and each classroom.

• The school has a large number of descant recorders which are used in Years 3 
and 4.

EXTRA CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
• Children are given the opportunity to have violin lessons taught by a 

peripatetic teacher. 

• Children in Year 4 are given the opportunity to take part in a musical based 
around drama, dance and singing.

•Children in all year groups have the opportunity to perform end of unit 

performances in assembly. 
• Children can join a KS1 or KS2 choir and have the opportunity to perform to 

wider audiences and community groups. 

• Children from all year groups have the opportunity to take part in dance sessions.
• There is an opportunity for first school choirs to perform together in the summer

term.

§ Children in all year groups learn about the history of Music from a Key Strings 
group each year.

§ We have links with a local choir called ‘Young Phoenix’.  Children are given the 

opportunity to join and singing sessions are run in school with KS1.
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