
more about us.

We are fortunate to have lively, enthusiastic children who are keen to learn and a hardworking, 
c
community. Together we aim to ensure that children enjoy their learning here and are able to 

Our school is a two-form entry school for children aged 4 – 9, situated on the west side of the 

Roaches and the Peak District National Park.

We have well-maintained buildings set in extensive grounds, which provide nature areas, 
wooded sections, and several grassy pitches as well as an open expanse of grass for use by the 
children for formal and informal educational activities. There is also a  variety of play equipment 
in the playgrounds as well as quiet seating areas and garden areas at the front of school.

Our vision explains more about the kind of environment that we provide and the skills and 
qualities that we enable children to develop during their time at Westwood.

We are always happy to welcome visitors at Westwood and hope that you will come along to 
meet us and look around our school.

Headteacher:
Chair of Governors:

Welcome to Westwood First School

We aim to provide a friendly, caring, stimulating, learning environment that both challenges 

interested in and excited by learning.
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Achieve the best possible outcomes both academic and social

Enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum that enables us to aim high and feel supported to 
achieve our potential

Are independent and demonstrate a ‘have a go’ mind-set, whilst also working well as part of 

Have the courage to take risks and recognise failure as an important stepping stone to 
learning, believing that ‘if it doesn’t challenge you it doesn’t change you’

Have the social skills, respect and tolerance to build and sustain good relationships with others

Are self-aware, self-disciplined and choose to act responsibly, respectfully and kindly

Appreciate the riches and diversity of our own and other cultures and communities

Have a sense of belonging within school and the wider community with an awareness of the 
wider world and its opportunities

Leave us equipped to learn for life with an understanding that ‘moving on’ and ‘transition’ 

Our Vision - To be the best we can be

2

First School is that all our learners:
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First School is that all our learners:

We are an inclusive school where all children have the opportunity to participate fully in 
school life and have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, regardless of academic      
ability, religion, physical ability, gender or ethnic origin. All children are valued, whatever 
needs they have, and we aim to create an environment within our school which will enable all 
pupils to learn to the best of their ability.

Equal Opportunities

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people. Parents can 

work with children. We hope that parents and children 
will feel free to talk about any concerns or worries 

see the school as a safe place. Children will be taken 

Safeguarding Children’s Welfare

3

Openness, honesty, accessibility, cooperation and involvement

Developing everyone’s self-esteem and a belief that there is potential in everyone to grow 
and develop children and adults alike

Developing the learning skills and attributes of every child to be the best they can be 
throughout their lives

A commitment to teaching and learning which is rigorous, inspiring, stimulating and fun

learning

Ensuring stakeholder voices are sought , heard and acted upon as far as possible

Celebrating achievements of all kinds

which is based on:
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4

Communication and Language; Personal, Social and  
Emotional Development; Physical Development

Prime areas:

Expressive Arts and Design

Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception)

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)

Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)

School Organisation and the Curriculum
The school is organised into three key stages:

The Early Years Foundation Stage
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is divided into 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
Curriculum provision is guided by the requirements of the National Curriculum and 

see our school website.

Areas of learning include:

Education, Science and Spanish.

The curriculum throughout the school gives children the opportunity to achieve the highest 

artistic, practical and social skills. We provide a broad and balanced education allowing for the 
individual needs of each child to be met within well-planned learning experiences.
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There is an emphasis on creativity and where possible subjects are taught in cross-curricular 

and we also arrange for visitors to come into school to work with the children. We teach the 
children about how to become better learners by improving their independent learning skills 
and increasing their motivation and self-awareness.

diary. This also contains other information, for example about homework and the days on 
which physical education, games and swimming take place, and it can be used as an informal 
means of communication between home and school.

Religious Education
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6

We want all children to achieve to the best of their ability and believe that this is most likely to 
happen if they are enjoying learning. We will at all times endeavour to encourage children in 

recognise their achievements. Parents are invited to celebration assemblies when special 

We have high standards of behaviour and learning and have a clear set of rules and expectations 
which we expect all children to follow so that they and other children can learn and make 
good progress. These rules and expectations are discussed with the children and they are fully 
aware of the school’s rewards and sanctions procedures. We aim to encourage self-discipline 
and teach children that they have choices to make and that they are responsible for their own 
behaviour. We ask that parents support us by reinforcing with their children the values and 
attitudes we encourage them to develop, praising them when they have achieved well and 
working with us when they need more support.

Learning and Behaviour

Pupil Voice
There is an active school council which is made up from two children in each class from Years 
1 to 4 who are elected each year by their classmates. They discuss a variety of matters which 

There are many other opportunities for children to have their say in school development, such 
as through the Eco committee, who meet regularly to discuss ways of making and keeping the 
school environment in good order, and also via the Rights Champions and class councils as 

and take on various responsibilities across the school such as being playtime buddies,       
songleaders, librarians and Sports Crew.
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Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)
The needs of most children will normally be catered for by the class teacher within the class-
room situation. On occasions, however, some children may require extra support. We aim to 
identify and assess any special needs at the earliest possible stage.

When such a situation arises, the teacher responsible for special needs (SENCO) will advise 
and support the class teacher in providing a suitable programme of work, which will give the 
children the help they need. Sometimes this may be a short-term measure; sometimes 
longer-term support may be necessary. Full details of our Special Educational Needs policy 
are available from the school.

The school has a multi-sensory approach to teaching as we are aware that approximately 1 in 
10 children have dyslexic tendencies and this approach is good practice for all pupils.

We believe that parents have a vital role to play in supporting their child’s education and 
where extra support is necessary we ensure that parents are consulted so that we can work 
together to meet the child’s needs.

Extra-Curricular Activities
We provide a variety of extra-curricular activities which help to enhance children’s all-round 
development as they progress through school. They vary from term to term but usually 
include activities such as Singing, Computer club, Drama, Sports club, Dance and Gardening.
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8

Parents in Partnership
We believe that parental support is crucial to children’s 
success at school. Children need encouragement and 
praise to help them through these vital years in their 
education where we hope that the foundations are laid 
for a journey of life-long learning.

For each year group we hold introductory curriculum 
evenings. These provide an opportunity for parents to 

subjects are taught in school and how they can assist 
with learning at home.

We hope that parents will support their child with any 
homework set. The type and amount of homework will 
vary depending on the year group but may include 
activities such as reading, learning times tables and 
spellings, and completing other activities relating to 
the subjects and topic areas being studied. Details of 
homework are included in the homework books and 

of what is expected and required.

We also organise themed Family Learning sessions 
when parents can work alongside their children in a 
variety of activities. During your child’s Reception year 

child to enjoy together. We hope that parents will also 
provide photos and information about what their child 
can do at home to help us build a fuller picture of all 
their talents and interests.

School Visits
As part of our curriculum, we provide opportunities 
for children to experience visits which are connected 
with the themes studied in each year group.

When visits take place in school time, the school 
usually asks for a voluntary contribution towards the 
cost of the visit. There is no obligation to contribute 
and no children will be omitted from the visit 
because they do not contribute, but the visit may not 
be able to go ahead if the school does not receive 
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School Uniform
We expect children to wear the school uniform, as follows:

For physical education: blue shorts, white T-shirt, trainers for PE.
No jewellery may be worn for either swimming or PE for health and safety reasons.
For cold weather a track suit or jogging trousers and sweatshirt may be worn.

9

Health, Safety and Well-being
The health, safety and well-being of all the children in our care is of the utmost importance.
We have in place a range of policies, systems and procedures which are followed by all      

Black shoes
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Black shoes

10

The school’s Planned Admission Number is 60. The admissions criteria are drawn from the 

admissions policy is available from the school.

Parents who wish their child to come to the school are asked to read the Local Authority   

Authority’s Admissions Criteria.

Parents and children are welcome to make an appointment to visit us and have a look around 
the school, and we will be happy to answer any questions. We also encourage all prospective 

Admissions and Admission Policy
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Westwood First School is part of the Leek Education Partnership which is a collaborative 

ensure a high quality education for all the children in our schools.

Leek Education Partnership

Volunteers

work placements, who all give regular and generous amounts of time and skill, ensuring that 
Westwood First continues to provide a full and varied education for its many children. We thank 
them for their contributions to the education and well-being of the children. We are always 
happy to welcome new volunteers – please contact the school if you are interested in helping.

Parent, Teacher and Friends Association

events are organised and, as a result the, PTFA has been able to purchase many items for the 
school including computers, books for the school library and playground equipment.

The PTFA is grateful for helpers at events, even if parents are unable to attend committee 
meetings, and is always on the lookout for new ideas. Further details are on the school website.
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Westwood Pre-school provides care before school from 7.30am and at the end of the school 
day until 6.00pm during term time. A separate holiday club is also available (further details 
on request).

Before and After-School Care and Holiday Club

This group is run independently from Westwood First School but there are close links 
established between the pre-school and our school. This enables a smooth transition into the 
school for those children who attend the pre-school, as they are already familiar with the 
school site. The pre-school is always full with a healthy waiting list. Children can attend from 

(telephone 01538 483004).

Westwood Pre-School
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them for their contributions to the education and well-being of the children. We are always 
happy to welcome new volunteers – please contact the school if you are interested in helping.

Parent, Teacher and Friends Association

events are organised and, as a result the, PTFA has been able to purchase many items for the 
school including computers, books for the school library and playground equipment.

The PTFA is grateful for helpers at events, even if parents are unable to attend committee 
meetings, and is always on the lookout for new ideas. Further details are on the school website.

12

Westwood Pre-school provides care before school from 7.30am and at the end of the school 
day until 6.00pm during term time. A separate holiday club is also available (further details 
on request).

Before and After-School Care and Holiday Club

This group is run independently from Westwood First School but there are close links 
established between the pre-school and our school. This enables a smooth transition into the 
school for those children who attend the pre-school, as they are already familiar with the 
school site. The pre-school is always full with a healthy waiting list. Children can attend from 

(telephone 01538 483004).
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