
MEET THE WESTWOOD FIRST SCHOOL GOVERNORS 
 

While we come from varied backgrounds we share a common passion for ensuring every child reaches 
his or her full potential through a love of learning, a stimulating curriculum and a safe environment 
that cares for the whole child.                                               
  
PARENT GOVERNORS 

 
Carl Foster  
Carl has three children, two of whom attended Westwood First School before moving on to middle school and 
one who is still a pupil. 

 
HEAD TEACHER  
Vicki Woollacott 
Throughout my school years I had many good teachers who made school enjoyable and interesting and gave 
me confidence. They inspired me to become a teacher because I wanted other children to enjoy learning as I 
did. 
After teaching for some time, I realised that becoming a head teacher would give me the opportunity to have 
more influence on children’s education and I was delighted to be appointed at Westwood First School in April 
2003.  
I believe it is really important to work with parents and families to encourage children to enjoy learning and to 
develop their different interests and talents to become the best they can be. 
Children deserve to receive a high-quality, broad education not only in the key areas of English and maths but 
the wider curriculum and also that they have opportunities to try new experiences. We want our children to try 
their best and be happy at school so that they become well-educated, confident, independent individuals who 
have friends and are considerate and respectful towards others. This is what we aim to achieve at Westwood 
First School. 
 
STAFF GOVERNOR  
Adele Johnson  
My passion for teaching began at an early age as I always knew that I wanted to be a part of a school, working 
with children.  During my high school years, I completed several placements in local primary schools, which 
helped to further my desire to follow this career path.  I attended Manchester Metropolitan University in the 
year 2000 and completed a four year BA (Hons) in Primary Education. 

When applying for jobs, I looked carefully at the schools beforehand and felt that the ethos of Westwood First 
School fitted with my own perfectly; to value children and to hold them at the centre of everything, to provide 
a rich and broad curriculum, to promote mutual respect and to ensure all children have the opportunity to 
reach their full potential.  I began as a class teacher in 2004, becoming part of the senior leadership team 
several years later, and finally becoming Deputy Head in 2016.  I thoroughly enjoy the diversity of this role and 
love working with such a close-knit and like-minded team of professionals who all work towards what is best 
for the children 

  
 
CO-OPTED GOVERNORS 
Neil Pickford - Chair 
I am an IT professional of over 25 years and was elected as a Parent Governor when the first of my 2 daughters 
attended the School.  My IT background stems from "peeking behind the curtains" and seeing how things work 
and being a Governor is a great opportunity to see how disparate things such as setting up links with schools in 
Africa, the physical size of a classroom, where to safely store the bleach, how to best teach diversity and annual 
School budget combine to give the children the best possible start on their educational voyage. 
I thoroughly enjoy being a small part of a team of education professionals and volunteers who come together 
with the intent that every child has every opportunity to be nurtured into learning through positive and 
enthused challenge. 
 



Denis Knobbs 
I have been a Governor at Westwood First School since 1984, when two children attended the school. I am very 
committed to young children’s education as I belief a good start to early education is an excellent and 
necessary start to full and successful education in later life. 
 
I am a retired maintenance engineer and have a real interest in Health & Safety and Premises which is 
important to ensure our young children have the safe and pleasant environment they deserve. I am passionate 
about making sure our young children at Westwood First School have the best possible start to their education.   
 
Sue Coleman 
Having retired Sue moved to Leek with her husband 9 years ago to be nearer to their family . She knew already 
she liked the area from taking pupils on school trips to the Peak District. Over her 30 year teaching career in 
London Sue taught children from nursery to 13 years. 
 
Sue’s motivation for being  a governor stems from her firm belief  that every child matters and deserves an 
excellent education whatever their starting point. 
 
Ian Millward 
Dr Ian Millward is a registered Educational Psychologist with the UK HCPC (Health and Care Professions Council: 
Registration # PYL01080) with 21 years’ experience as Principal Educational Psychologist in the London Borough 
of Newham. Throughout his career in Newham he has been committed to the development of inclusive 
education with contributions to policy development, staff training, parent and pupil empowerment and 
presentations at conferences on inclusion in both the UK and abroad. His specialist interest is in the learning 
and development of children and adolescents in inclusive settings and his Doctoral thesis focused on the 
construction of a unified psychological model of pupil mentoring and coaching. More recently he has delivered 
workshops on Parliamentary Advisory Group publications on ‘knife crime’ and ‘gang membership’. 
 
On leaving his post in Newham in 2010, he was appointed Honorary Research Fellow at the University of 
Winchester in the Centre for Real World Learning to conduct field research and evaluation of Professor Guy 
Claxton’s model of learning known as Building Learning Power. This research was included in a publication 
entitled, ‘The Learning Powered School’ in 2011. Since 2012, Dr Millward has been employed as an Educational 
Psychologist on a part-time basis with Cambridgeshire County Council.     
 
Mike Gledhill 
Mike is a retired secondary school headteacher who joined the Governing body in 2015. He is a local district 
councillor, a musician, involved with many local projects and a keen sports fan.  
 
 
Associate Governors 
 
Debbie Potts  
I have been employed as Office Manager at Westwood First School since 1990 which is a role I thoroughly 
enjoy. I am the school Health and Safety Coordinator. I am married and have two children who both attended 
school locally. I have also taken an active role in the community serving on local PTAs and as a Youth leader and 
Scout leader when my children were younger. 
With the many changes within education and how we collaborate with other local schools, I hope that I can 
make a positive contribution to the education of our pupils. 


