
WESTWOOD FIRST SCHOOL – CURRICULUM STATEMENT 
 

Our Vision – To be the best we can be 
 
As a community of children, parents, staff and governors our shared vision for Westwood 
First School is that all our learners: 

 Achieve the best possible outcomes both academic and social  

 Approach life and learning with confidence, curiosity, excitement and enjoyment  

 Enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum that enables us to aim high and feel 

supported to achieve our potential  

 Are  independent and demonstrate a ‘have a go’ mind-set, whilst also working well 

as part of a team, knowing how and where to seek and offer help and advice 

 Have the courage to take risks and recognise failure as an important stepping stone 

to learning, believing that ‘if it doesn’t challenge you it doesn’t change you’ 

 Have the social skills, respect and tolerance to build and sustain good relationships 

with others 

 Are self-aware, self-disciplined and choose to act responsibly, respectfully and kindly 

 Appreciate the riches and diversity of our own and other cultures and communities 

 Have a sense of belonging within school and the wider community with an 

awareness of the wider world and its opportunities 

 Leave us equipped to learn for life with an understanding that ‘moving on’ and 

‘transition’ are part of life so that we continue to develop as happy, fulfilled and 

confident citizens 

 
We will achieve this by ensuring that parents, staff and governors share a positive 
philosophy which is based on: 

 Openness, honesty, accessibility, cooperation and involvement 

 Developing everyone’s self-esteem and a belief that there is potential in everyone to 

grow and develop –children and adults alike 

 Developing the learning skills and attributes of every child to be the best they can be 

throughout their lives 

 A commitment to teaching and learning which is rigorous, inspiring, stimulating and 

fun 

 Creating effective partnerships between school and parents/carers to enhance 

children’s learning 

 Ensuring stakeholder voices are sought , heard and acted upon as far as possible 

 Celebrating achievements of all kinds 

Equal Opportunities 

We are an inclusive school where all children have the opportunity to participate fully in 
school life and have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, regardless of academic 
ability, religion, physical ability, gender or ethnic origin. All children are valued, whatever 
needs they have, and we aim to create an environment within our school which will enable 
all pupils to learn to the best of their ability. 

 



School Organisation and the Curriculum 

The school is organised into three key stages:  

 Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception)  

 Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)  

 Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is divided into three prime areas of 
learning and four specific areas:- 

Prime areas: 

 Communication and Language; Personal, Social and Emotional Development; 
Physical Development 

Specific areas: 

 Literacy; Mathematics; Understanding of the World; Expressive Arts and Design 
 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

Curriculum provision is guided by the requirements of the National Curriculum and 
Staffordshire Local Authority. Subjects studied are shown below but for more details, please 
see our school website. 

Areas of learning include:  

Art; Computing; Design and Technology; English; Geography; History; Mathematics; Music; 
Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship Education; Physical Education; Religious Education; 
Science and French. 

  
The curriculum throughout the school gives children the opportunity to achieve the highest 
possible standards of maths and English whilst ensuring they can become confident in 
physical, artistic, practical and social skills. We provide a broad and balanced education 
allowing for the individual needs of each child to be met within well-planned learning 
experiences.  
 
In maths, we follow the mastery approach and in English, we plan our learning from high-
quality texts. We use a variety of reading schemes, including Dandelions and Oxford Reading 
Tree, and in Year 1 we follow the DSR (Daily Supported Reading) approach, leading on to 
using Accelerated Reader. We use the Read, Write, Inc. programme for our phonics 
teaching. We also use additional programmes such as the Better Reading Programme, FFT, 
and Switch-on Reading. 
 
There is an emphasis on creativity and where possible subjects are taught in cross-curricular 
topics to engage and motivate all children. Visits are planned to enhance our curriculum 
work and we also arrange for visitors to come into school to work with the children. We 
teach the children about how to become better learners by improving their independent 
learning skills and increasing their motivation and self-awareness. 
 
A list of the topics that the children are studying is sent home in each child’s home/school 
diary. This also contains other information, for example about homework and the days on 
which physical education, games and swimming take place, and it can be used as an informal 
means of communication between home and school. 
 



Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

The needs of most children will normally be catered for by the class teacher within the 
classroom situation. On occasions, however, some children may require extra support. We 
aim to identify and assess any special needs at the earliest possible stage. 

When such a situation arises, the teacher responsible for special needs (SENCO) will advise 
and support the class teacher in providing a suitable programme of work, which will give the 
children the help they need. Sometimes this may be a short-term measure; sometimes 
longer-term support may be necessary. Full details of our Special Educational Needs policy 
are available from the school. 

The school has a multi-sensory approach to teaching as we are aware that approximately 1 
in 10 children have dyslexic tendencies and this approach is good practice for all pupils.  

We believe that parents have a vital role to play in supporting their child’s education and 
where extra support is necessary we ensure that parents are consulted so that we can work 
together to meet the child’s needs. 

 

Religious Education 

At Westwood we follow the Staffordshire Local Authority agreed syllabus for Religious 
Education. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from Religious Education and/or 
Collective Worship but we would ask that they discuss the matter first with the headteacher 
before making a final decision. We feel that the curriculum and experiences we offer give 
children the opportunity to develop a good understanding of different religious beliefs and 
practices. 

 
School Visits and Extra-Curricular Activities 

As part of our curriculum, we provide opportunities for children to experience visits which 
are connected with the themes studied in each year group.  

We provide a variety of extra-curricular activities which help to enhance children’s all-round 
development as they progress through school. They vary from term to term but usually 
include activities such as Singing, Computer club, Drama, Sports club, Dance and Gardening. 

Parents in Partnership 

We believe that parental support is crucial to children’s success at school. Children need 
encouragement and praise to help them through these vital years in their education where 
we hope that the foundations are laid for a journey of life-long learning.  
 
For each year group we hold introductory curriculum evenings. These provide an 
opportunity for parents to find out what their children will be learning, how subjects are 
taught in school and how they can assist with learning at home. 
 
We hope that parents will support their child with any homework set. The type and amount 
of homework will vary depending on the year group but may include activities such as 
reading, learning times tables and spellings, and completing other activities relating to the 
subjects and topic areas being studied. Details of homework are included in the homework 
books and home/school diaries so that parents can be fully aware of what is expected and 
required. 



 
We also organise themed Family Learning sessions when parents can work alongside their 
children in a variety of activities. During your child’s Reception year we also offer ‘Stay and 
Play’ sessions for you and your child to enjoy together. We hope that parents will also 
provide photos and information about what their child can do at home to help us build a 
fuller picture of all their talents and interests. 
 


