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25th March 2020 
Dear Parents  

Coronavirus Covid-19 Update 
 
Thank you so much for your support during the last week and also for trying so hard to make other arrangements for 
your children so that we can stay open as an emergency provision with as few children as possible. This really 
matters, and helps to keep the children who need us, and our staff, as safe as possible.  

We are aware that this is a very difficult and uncertain time and that social distancing and self-isolation can put 
significant pressures on families, including financial pressures, so would like to remind you that we can provide 
Foodbank vouchers if you need them. Please email office@westwood-first.staffs.sch.uk or phone us (emails are 
picked up more often than phone messages) if you would like foodbank vouchers, now or in the future, and we will 
arrange these for you. 

This is an anxious time for many children (and adults) and some may be asking questions about this situation that are 
difficult to answer in a child friendly way. So here is a link to a video and storybook that may be helpful: 
https://tinyurl.com/qnv8xkz.  You may also find the following website useful: https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-
mind/self-care/ and there is a further document on the school website called “Keeping Calm and Providing 
Supportive Parenting During the Coronavirus” which has some helpful information. 
 
Additionally, as children may be spending more time than usual online at the moment, we have put some guidance 
on our school website about how to stay safe online. There are also have some helpline phone numbers and 
websites for advice on a variety of issues including mental health support.  
 
A reminder too that if you have any safeguarding concerns you can call First Response on 0800 1313 126 or the 
NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 (for adults concerned about a child) or 0800 1111 (Childline). If you need to get in touch 
with us, you can email us at office@westwood-first.staffs.sch.uk and we will email or call you back as soon as we 
can.  
 
As well as the pack of learning activities which were sent home with the children to complete, we sent a list of 
educational websites for the children to use. We do not know how long this situation is going to continue for but we 
will continue to update the website with other ideas and also some information regarding using Accelerated Reader 
(Years 2-4) at home. It would be beneficial for your child to read to you, even for just 5-10 minutes 4-5 times per 
week, and do some number practice with you (real-life maths opportunities such as cooking, baking, shopping are 
really useful) along with anything else that your child enjoys doing (there are some suggestions for games below).  
It’s also really important to keep active too and most of the activities on the websites below can be done at home. 
However, please do not feel under pressure to make your child have a full day of “school” at home! 
 
Until we reopen fully, we will be communicating with parents via our school website, email and our text messaging 
service. Our website address is http://wfs.ttlt.org.uk/ 
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If you require any further information regarding the coronavirus, please go to  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
or  
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs V Woollacott 
Headteacher 
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Websites to help with English and Maths 
 
 
https://ttrockstars.com/ (children in Y2 – Y4 have their own log in in their home/school diary) 
 
www.topmarks.co.uk  (hit the button, mental maths train, calculation balance, caterpillar ordering, daily 10, starfall, 
alphabetical order, etc) 
 
www.twinkl.co.uk (giving away free memberships to parents when schools are closed) 
 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk  
 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
 
www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games  
 
www.ictgames.com 
 
www.snappymaths.com 
 
www.nickjr.co.uk/learn/ 
 
www.mathplayground.com (is American but has good games, quite a lot are free) 
 
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk  
  
 
Websites to help you stay active! 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers (videos that children can follow. Suitable for KS1 and KS2 and linked to areas of 
the curriculum; English, Maths, PSHE, science and games just for fun) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEBOSQ3JE2aN9mROKGL-Lww (Accelerate Learning Services You tube channel 
- Ideas/ videos  eg. 9 things to do with beanbag, bat and ball, on a bike etc.) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga (guided videos for children to do Yoga, mindfulness and relaxation 
exercises. Linked to Harry Potter, Minecraft, Pokemon, Frozen etc.) 
 
www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities  
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www.activekidsdobetter.co.uk/active-home 
 
https://www.gonoodle.com/ (Go noodle - free app - movement and mindfulness videos and games) 
 
 
We also recommend games that can be played that involve learning in some way eg. 
· Snakes and Ladders; Darts; Dominoes; Bingo; Battleships; Scrabble; Eye Spy  
· Puzzles; Word search  
· Countdown; What’s the time Mr Wolf? 
· I went to the shops and I bought…..  
· Rhymes and songs - anything fun with numbers, letters, or words! 
· Cooking with measures; playing shop; making shopping lists 
· Puppet shows to act out stories they have read. 
· Design invitations and posters; creating book reviews 
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