


  

Early Life 
In 1928, over 90 years ago, a man called Friedrich Stowasser was born in 
the city of Vienna in Austria.  
 
Sadly, Friedrich’s father died the year after  
Friedrich was born, so he wouldn’t have  
known him.  
 
Friedrich first started drawing pictures when he  
was just six years old. He went to a Montessori  
school and when he was eight years old, his school  
report said that he had an unusual  
understanding of colour and form, which  
would later be very helpful for his art.  

Talk About It If your school report was written about you today, what do you think 
your teacher would say you are really good at? 



  

Living during the Second World War  
When Friedrich was ten years old, the Second World War was happening. 
This meant that a German group of soldiers called the Nazis were taking 
charge of Austria. They forced Friedrich to move house and live with his 
aunt and grandmother.  
   
In 1943, when Friedrich would have been  
about 15 years old, many of his  
family were killed, including his  
aunt and his grandmother. At this  
time, Friedrich drew crayon  
drawings using nature as his  
inspiration.  

Talk About It There are lots of things Friedrich could have drawn, why do you think 
he chose nature? 



  

Becoming the Artist, Hundertwasser 
In 1948, Friedrich was 20 years old. He finished school and spent three 
months at the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna. He was very inspired by 
one particular speech called ‘Everybody must be creative’. 
 
At this time, Friedrich also found his love of travelling. He  
travelled all around Italy, then moved to Paris, the capital  
city of France, where he met a man called René Brô. It was  
in Paris that Friedrich made up his own style of art and  
gave himself the new name of Friedensreich Hundertwasser.  

Talk About It 
Lots of people who are artists and musicians use a different name to 

their birth name. Friedrich changed his name when he became an artist 
– calling himself Friedensreich Hundertwasser. What would your artist 

name be? 



  

Nature and People 
Hundertwasser was always interested in nature and how people lived with 
nature. He chose to show this in his paintings. Hundertwasser said that 
people and trees were similar and painted two paintings to show this, one 
called ‘People’ one called ‘Trees’. He said that when people stand together 
in a crowd they are like a forest.  

Talk About It 

Hundertwasser always takes photographs of his artwork to keep. Just 
after he finished his painting ‘Trees’, Hundertwasser took a photograph 

of the painting then went into his home to get his tape measure (to 
record the size of the painting). When he got back to the painting, it 

had blown away. He never found it. How do you think Hundertwasser 
felt when he lost his painting? 



  

Hundertwasser’s Artwork 
Hundertwasser had a very clear style. He used bright colours and liked to 
use patterns from nature, like the spiral. Sometimes, he even made his own 
paints. As well as painting, Hundertwasser’s artwork included printing and 
woodcut pictures. 
 
Hundertwasser liked to see colour all around him. He designed a postage 
stamp for Austria, which was used on all letters that were sent in the post. 
It was called ‘The Spiral Tree’. 



  

Architecture 
Hundertwasser’s fascination with nature carried on throughout his life. He 
wanted everybody to be closer to nature and he wrote about this, saying 
that however small somebody’s home was, they should be able to look 
outside of their window and see nature and that they should be free to 
paint the outside walls of their house or flat whatever colour they wanted.  
 
Hundertwasser created the ‘Hundertwasser House’ and said that he wanted 
this to be a house for people and trees. 

This is the model of the idea 
that Hundertwasser had. 



  

Architecture 

This is the actual Hundertwasser House that was built. It has 50 flats, a 
doctor’s surgery and a car park. You can still go and visit today. 



  

Travel 
Hundertwasser carried on travelling  
all through his life. He wanted to see  
lots of countries. Hundertwasser lived  
in Austria, France and New Zealand.  
He visited lots of other countries on  
climbing and sailing trips, including  
Morocco, Tunisia, Italy, Gibraltar,  
Germany, Japan, Siberia, Greece,  
Netherlands, Uganda, Sudan, England, 
Switzerland, America, Australia,  
Cyprus, Tahiti, Thailand, South America, Qatar, Sri Lanka, The Maldives, 
India, Nepal, The Seychelles, and Israel. 

Talk About It Hundertwasser loved to travel and see new things. If you could go 
anywhere in the world today, where would you go? 



  

Later Life 
After lots of travelling, Hundertwasser decided to live in New Zealand, 
which he did for 20 years.  

Hundertwasser became a 
father when he was 64 years 
old to a little girl called Heidi. 

He died on a boat when he 
was 71 years old and was 

buried, just as he wanted to 
be, in his garden in New 

Zealand under a tulip tree.  




