
 

         

              
 

 

Westwood First School,  
Westwood Road, Leek, Staffs, ST13 8DL 
Tel: 01538 714990  
Email: wfs.office@ttlt.org.uk 
Website: http://wfs.ttlt.org.uk/ 
 
Headteacher: Mrs V. Woollacott 
 

26th May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Update on School Opening 
 
Following a meeting of the Talentum Trust Board, a decision has been made for all Talentum schools to remain 
closed to all children (except keyworker children) until Monday 15th June. This means that, as a Talentum school, 
Westwood First School will not be reopening to Reception and Year 1 children until this point. 
 
The following statement from the Trust explains the reasons for this decision: 
 

“The Board of The Talentum Learning Trust has considered carefully the reasoning and logistics around the further 
opening of our First schools. We have waited for the government reports outlining the basis for their ‘guidance’ to 
open on 1st June. This was released on the afternoon of Friday May 22nd. Alongside this, there are several other 
publications of independent reviews which assess the risks associated with wider school openings at this time. Many 
Local Authorities and Trusts have declared delayed wider opening already. These are very difficult times, but you will 
be aware that the Trust, our schools and our governors will always prioritize the health and safety of the children in 
our care and our staff. We are very conscious of our community responsibility also and know how pivotal the schools 
are. There are strong suggestions that waiting to open until the 15th June will be safer and further reduce risk when 
looking at transmission rates. Also, it will be in line with the announcement of the wider opening of secondary schools 
which is now scheduled for the 15th June.  

 
We are very keen to get our children back to school as soon as possible. Some of the difficulties that our buildings 
present when trying to manage social distancing guidance and other safety measures have been considered. As 
always, the schools have been diligent in assessing the risks; planning for more children to be welcomed back whilst 
keeping everyone as safe as possible. Being in a situation with some unknowns, the schools will be as well prepared 
as possible when we do open for more children. By the 15th June we would hope that infection rates will still be in 
further decline; the track and trace system will be in operation and further advice and guidance may be stronger and 
available. In the meantime, schools will continue to be open for our key worker children and vulnerable groups as 
they have been throughout the pandemic. Of course, these proposals agreed today may change due to circumstances 
beyond our control. 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their hard work and commitment at this difficult time. 

Thank you too for the many kind and supportive words that are received from parents and carers.” 
The Talentum Trust Board 

 
Scientific data from the Independent SAGE group indicates that delaying the reopening of schools for two weeks (to 
15th June) approximately halves the risk to children. If you would like to read the Independent SAGE report, this is 
the link: http://www.independentsage.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Independent-Sage-Brief-Report-on-
Schools.pdf 

 

http://www.independentsage.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Independent-Sage-Brief-Report-on-Schools.pdf
http://www.independentsage.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Independent-Sage-Brief-Report-on-Schools.pdf


We will continue to make provision for keyworker and vulnerable children during this period. This means that if you 
are a keyworker and unable to find alternative provision for your child, you may book a place with us. 
 
Home learning will continue as it has been and you will be able to share your child’s work and contact your child’s 
teacher via Class Dojo (please contact us for a code to sign up if you have not already had one). Staff will continue to 
contact you by telephone and prepare/respond to home learning. They will also be in school supporting key worker 
provision and preparing for school reopening. If you need any help or have any queries, please contact us via the 
office email or telephone number, or contact your child’s class teacher.  
 
I will keep you updated as the situation changes. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs V Woollacott 
Headteacher 

 


