
Policy Statement for Art & Design 

 

At our school we recognise that the Arts contribute to the development of the whole child 

emotionally, spiritually, intellectually, personally and socially and can create a sense of purpose and 

motivation. Undoubtedly, the ability to think creatively, be open-minded, analyse things critically 

and become emotionally mature are traits that are desirable in the citizens of tomorrow. We feel 

that today more than ever the arts are needed by our pupils to act as a forum for safe self-

expression, communication and imagination. Through their exploration, pupils can access powerful 

cultural understanding and a more ‘human’ response to historical events. 

The advantages of being a school that places value in the Arts is apparent to us as a staff, we want 

our children to gain all the benefits that a well-rounded Arts programme can provide. We have seen 

first-hand the impact that these kinds of experiences have on youngsters in terms of enjoyment, 

self-expression, confidence and changed attitudes to learning and we want to develop this as much 

as possible. 

 

Intent: 

We want our children to develop skills and techniques using a range of media. They will learn how to 

draw, paint and work effectively with 3D materials. They will investigate and experiment creatively 

with a range of crafts such as collage, printing and textile work. They will learn about the work of a 

range of artists and craft makers and use their work to explore and inspire their own ideas. 

Through their Art & Design experiences, children are expected to be reflective and evaluate their 

work, thinking about how they can make changes and keep improving. This should be meaningful 

and continuous throughout the process, with evidence of age-related verbal and written refection. 

Children are encouraged to take risks and experiment and then reflect on why some ideas and 

techniques are successful or not for a particular project. 

Good Art provision contributes to our objectives of broadening children’s knowledge and experience 

of the local and wider community as children will be able to meet and work with new members of 

the community, learn from them and share their work with them.  

The skills they acquire are applied to their cross-curricular topics, allowing children to use their art 

skills to reflect on and explore topics in greater depth; for example, by sketching historical artefacts 

in detail, researching geographical locations to support their work on landscape painting or using art 

as a medium to express emotion and thought to enhance their personal, social and emotional 

development. 

 



Implementation 

 We have a clear and comprehensive scheme of work in line with the National Curriculum. 

We plan to ensure that the children have the opportunity to learn, practise and develop 

their skills in drawing, painting and sculpture regularly and so have a higher retention of 

knowledge in these areas over time.  

 Children are provided with support if they are finding certain skills difficult to master 

through teacher feedback and scaffolding where appropriate. 

 Whole school art days happen termly to develop other art, craft and design techniques such 

as collage, textiles and printing. These are linked to a cross curricular school project. 

 Lessons are made meaningful through links with Topic work. 

 The children as involved as much as we can in the planning process through pupil interviews 

and our Art Ambassadors. 

 Each unit of work has an independent assessment piece where the skills taught in the unit 

should be applied. 

 

Enrichment opportunities: 

 Pottery Club 

 Clay School 

 Challenge Days 

 Artscool- Year 4 

 Forest School- provides all children with many opportunities for outdoor Art 

 Arts Award Discover: Year 3 

 Expert visitors- The children work with a range of visitors (eg. author Andrew Cope, creative 

writing with Rebecca Bell, artists such as Black Box, Philip Cox) and have the chance to follow 

up these experiences with their own creative ideas through a range of media (eg. 

Expressions of Care with the Douglas Macmillan Hospice, Poppies for a local community 

Remembrance Sunday display) The children’s work is prominently displayed and celebrated 

within the school and has been displayed in a variety of settings (such as Leek Library, 

Hanley Museum, Foxlowe Arts Centre).  

 Local/National competitions. 

 Leadership skills through being an Arts Ambassador.  

 

 

 



Impact 

 If children are showing good understanding and application of skills learned independently 

they will be making good or better progress. This will be demonstrated during lessons and 

through their end of unit assessments. 

 Children will approach Art & Design lessons with enjoyment and enthusiasm – feedback 

from pupil interviews and Arts Ambassadors. 

 Skill/ confidence levels will increase. 

 Greater knowledge of artists and crafts persons. 

 Work is displayed in local area- Foxlowe, Westwood College, Leek Library. 

 Pupil discussions about their learning; which includes discussion of their thoughts, ideas, 

processing and evaluations of work. 

 Work scrutiny will reflect the standard achieved against the planned outcomes. 

 Where possible we try to make authentic links with artists/partner organisations so the 

children see possible opportunities of a future career working in the arts. 
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How Art & Design links to our school aims 

Aims: We encourage all children to become confident, independent individuals who have a 
thirst for learning and achievement, compassion and understanding for others, and the 
courage to stand up for what is right. We are a Rights Respecting School and everything we 
do is based on the principles of equality, dignity and respect. We ensure that children’s 
talents are nurtured and they are able to thrive so that they have the best chance to lead 
happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active citizens. 

Values:  
kindness and respect, 
honesty and courage, 
curiosity and creativity 

Compassion 
and 
understanding 
for others 

Appreciate the 
cultures of 
others 

Creativity Supportive 
team 
players 

Embrace 
challenge 

Ambitious 
aspiration
s 

Resilience Mental, 
emotional 
health and 
happiness. 

Heritage Local 
community 

Citizenship 
and British 
values 

Understand
ing of the 
wider 
world 

Respect and 
celebrate 
diversity 

Strong 
principled 
leaders 

Confident 
to voice  
opinions 

Change the 
world for the 
better 

 


