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Intent 
Aims 

 To promote high standards of language and literacy by helping children to develop their love of 
literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.  

 To ensure that all pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
 

Implementation 
 
In all year groups, we have three levels of reading – individual, guided and whole class. This ensures that 
children read books which are matched to their ability but also learn higher level skills, are introduced to 
more challenging content and ideas and enjoy a wider range of stories. 
 
Phonics 
Children learn to recognise letters on sight and sound them out. Decoding for reading and encoding for 
spelling are taught as reversible processes using Read Write Inc, synthetic phonics (RWI) programme.   
 
In EYFS and Y1 children are grouped according to ability and assessed on a half termly basis. Phonics is 
taught daily in 20 minute sessions.  There may also be a whole class phonics session to ensure that children 
are introduced to all phonic sounds quickly. Links are also made across the curriculum.   
 
Children who have not passed the phonics screen at Y1 receive extra phonics tuition in Y2.  Those children 
who have not reached the spelling group by KS2 continue to receive extra phonics (in addition to spelling).   
 
Key expectations are: 
- Children will be able to learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language. 
- To teach children specific strategies to help them remember tricky words. 
- To ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative. 
- To encourage children to apply their phonic skills in all curriculum areas. 
 

High Frequency Words 
As part of their phonics and reading sessions, children are also taught about HFW (“tricky” words) which 
cannot be decoded and have to be learned by sight. 
 
 

  



Reading in Reception 

In addition to learning their sounds and high frequency words, children receive reading books which are 
matched to children’s phonic ability. We use a range of reading schemes including Dandelions, Jelly and 
Bean, Bug Club, Big Cat, Reading Rockets and Oxford Reading Tree which ensures that children have books 
which they find interesting and motivating. In the summer term, children may be introduced to Daily 
Supported Reading.   
 
Reading in Year 1 
Introducing Daily Supported Reading 
Daily Supported Reading (DSR) is a quality first teaching programme that ensures sustained independent 
reading opportunities and develops decoding and comprehension skills for all children in Year 1. It may be 
introduced during the summer term of Reception.  
 
Each child in the programme receives a daily 25 minute reading lesson at their instructional level, taught by a 
teacher or trained adult. The lessons are scripted, and take place every day. Children are grouped by reading 
attainment level, and there are no more than 6 children in each group. 
 
Aims of the DSR Programme 

 To dramatically increase the quantity of texts that beginner readers engage with enjoyably and 
independently every day. 

 To ensure that all children make good progress in both decoding and comprehension by working 
with a trained adult in a small group every day. 

 To establish a coherent approach to early reading instruction in KS 1. 
For children 

 To enjoy daily independent reading in small groups (of no more than 6) led by a trained adult, and to 
increase the quantity and challenge of texts read across the year. 

 To learn to solve problems on text independently, while keeping a story or message in mind. 
For adults 

 To teach a range of children who are at different stages of learning to read, and to develop a 
responsive approach. 

 To build the capacity of school staff to move children on, and to make effective judgements about 
when to do so. 

 
In Year 1, we aim to continue with DSR until green level has been completed, into Year 2 if necessary. Once 
Orange level has been reached, children will read 2-3 times per week using the guided reading book schemes 
and using the DSR approach of discussing the story and explaining it before reading it themselves and 
working on the teaching points. 
 
Year 1 children also have a phonics book matched to a sound they have already learned in class. They will 
also take home a reading book from the Accelerated Reader program (these will be checked by an adult so 
that are choosing appropriate books). Once they are reading from AR 1.2, they will try a quiz with an adult.  
 
If they pass the quiz, they will continue with AR books until they reach 1.9 and they will then complete a Star 
Test to determine whether they move onto the full AR system or consolidate their skills with a different 
reading scheme. If they do not pass the quiz they will continue to read without joining the AR scheme. 
 
Accelerated Reader Program 
Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent 
reading practice. Each child picks a book at his/her own level and reads it at his/her own pace. When 



finished, the child takes a short quiz on the computer. (Passing the quiz is an indication that the child 
understood what was read.)  
 
AR gives both children and teachers feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help 
the child set targets and direct ongoing reading practice. Children using AR choose their own books to read, 
rather than having one assigned to them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can 
choose books that are interesting to them. 
 
Teachers and librarians help children choose books at an appropriate reading level that are challenging 
without being frustrating, ensuring that they can pass the quiz and experience success. If they do not do well 
on a quiz, the teacher may help him/her: 
• Choose another book that is more appropriate. 
• Ask more probing questions as the child reads and before taking a quiz. 
• Pair the child with another student, or read the book to the child. 
 
Reading in Year 2 
Children have an individual reading book from the AR program (which is taken home) as outlined above and 
also continue with guided reading and shared/ whole class reading. Additional phonics support is given if 
necessary. DSR may continue into the autumn term. 
 
Reading in Years 3 and 4 
Children have an individual reading book from the AR program (which is taken home) and also continue with 
guided reading and shared/ whole class reading. Additional phonics support is given if necessary. 
 
All children will read for at least 20 minutes during each school day.  
 
Reading Interventions 
Where necessary and possible, we offer a range of reading intervention programmes designed to accelerate 
children’s progress in reading. 
Better Reading Programme- this is an intensive programme which enables good readers to become much 
better readers and fosters a love of reading. 
 
Inference Training – is focused on improving comprehension.  Specifically it boosts vocabulary, activates 
background knowledge, aid inference making, builds meaning and promotes enjoyment of reading. 
 
Fisher Family Trust - The aim with FFT Wave 3 is to accelerate learning so that each child makes enough 
progress in reading and writing in order to access a group intervention and/or continue to progress through 
whole class /group teaching. 
 
Switch On Reading - an intensive 10-week literacy intervention, delivered on a one to one basis. The purpose 
of Switch-on is to achieve functional literacy for as many pupils as possible, and so to close the reading 
achievement gap for vulnerable children working below age-expected levels. 

 
 
Assessment 
Formative assessment takes place whenever children read. Progress is tracked via individual and/ or group 
records, using phonics/ reading records, DSR records, LEP skills grids and Pira/GL/ Star tests.  Children also 
receive regular Benchmark assessments to assist with identifying which band they should be on and to help 
identify next steps.  SEN children also carry out the YARC reading assessment as needed. 
 
 



Reading for Pleasure 
Staff will encourage children to develop enjoyment of reading through reading aloud stories, poems, rhymes 
and non-fiction that develop pupils' vocabulary, language comprehension and love of reading. 
 
We encourage children to read for pleasure by making sure that we have a variety of books which will 
interest and motivate them to read. Each classroom has a book corner with a range of books that the 
children can choose in addition to their phonics book/ scheme book and they are also encouraged to visit 
the library at lunchtimes. They may take these books home to share or read with friends.  
 
There will also be different activities available in the library at lunchtimes, designed to promote a love of 
reading and capture children’s interest. The profile of reading will be raised further by the use of 
competitions and celebrations such as World Book Day, Multicultural Book Week, Whole School Book Days. 
 
Library 
The library is accessed by all children from Reception to Year 4. It is used to help foster a love of reading, and 
to teach children how to use and respect books. Through their use of the library the children will learn how 
to use library systems and understand how to accommodate them into their learning techniques in order to 
further their library and computing skills. 
 
The library is used to support the aims and objectives of the National Curriculum by promoting the ability in 
children to read fluently and to reflect critically on what they read, encouraging personal, pleasurable 
reading and developing research skills to support lifelong learning. 
 
Year 4 Librarians are trained to aid with re-locating returned books to shelves. This takes place during lunch 
times, as needed and with liaison with the library co-ordinator.  Additionally, when in Reception, children 
visit Leek Library to see the range of books that they have and learn about how to borrow them. The 
librarians from Leek Library visit in the summer term to talk to the children about the Summer Reading 
Challenge and also attend our New Intake Parents’ Evening to talk to new parents about using the library. 
 

Reading – General Information 
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 2 dimensions: 
   -  word reading 
    - comprehension (both listening and reading) 
 
The ability to read is fundamental to pupils’ development as independent learners.  In order to read across 
the curriculum with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment pupils need to orchestrate the range of 
strategies, drawing on knowledge of context and grammatical knowledge; applying phonic knowledge and 
skills; applying graphic knowledge and developing word recognition. 
 
Shared Reading   
In shared reading the teacher models the reading process to the whole class as an expert reader, providing a 
high level of support.  Teaching objectives are pre-planned and sessions are characterised by explicit 
teaching of specific reading strategies, oral response and high levels of collaboration.  Year 2-Year 4 use 
shared reading during whole class comprehension sessions every other week. 
 
Guided Reading   
In guided reading, the responsibility for reading shifts to the learner.  The teacher structures all reading tasks 
with pupils who are grouped by ability.  They are required to read and respond to the text themselves with 
the teacher supporting and directly teaching reading skills.  Texts of graded difficulty are carefully chosen 
and matched to the reading ability of the group.   
 



Independent Reading  
Once children are confident and fluent readers they become ‘free choice’ readers and choose their own 
books from a book band within the guidelines set by their reading assessment. Regular assessment ensures 
children are placed on the correct book band. 
 
Home Reading – Home reading is an important part of the home/school partnership and discussion about 
what has been read helps to improve comprehension. Home reading is recorded in home/school diaries. A 
variety of books are used to assist in learning to read. 
 
Impact 
We ensure that the teaching of reading is a priority as soon as children enter our school and that it remains 
so throughout their time with us, putting support in place straight away for anyone who is struggling to 
make progress. This means that when children leave us at the end of Year 4 they are confident, competent 
readers who are able to access the curriculum at the middle school. By using a variety of strategies to 
promote reading for pleasure, we hope to instil in children a love of reading which they will carry with them 
through their adult years. 
 
 

Reading links to all of our school aims  

Aims: We encourage all children to become confident, independent individuals who have a thirst for 
learning and achievement, compassion and understanding for others, and the courage to stand up for 
what is right. We are a Rights Respecting School and everything we do is based on the principles of 
equality, dignity and respect. We ensure that children’s talents are nurtured and they are able to 
thrive so that they have the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active 
citizens. 

Values:  
kindness and respect, 
honesty and courage, 
curiosity and creativity 

Positive 
relationships 

Thoughtful, 
polite 
considerate  

Strong 
principled 
leaders 

Supportive 
team players 

Embrace 
challenge 

Ambitious 
aspirations 

Resilience Mental, 
emotional 
health and 
happiness. 

Strong home/ 
school 
partnership 

Local 
community, 
heritage, 
environment, 
culture,  

Citizenship 
and British 
values 

Understandi
ng of the 
wider world 

Respect and 
celebrate 
diversity 

Understan
ding of 
environme
ntal issues 

Confident to 
voice  
opinions 

Change the 
world for the 
better 
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