
 
Westwood First School  

Writing Policy Statement  
 

Intent 
At Westwood First School, it is our aim to immerse pupils in high quality texts which instil a love for reading and 
writing and a confidence to explore their imagination.  We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied 
literary heritage.  The importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, write clearly and 
accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts is paramount.  Through high expectations, all 
children are expected to succeed and progress from their starting points.   
 
Children need to follow a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum.  We believe 
that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will ensure our pupils are academically 
prepared for the rest of their educational journey and life beyond. 
 
Aims of the National Curriculum: 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, 
purposes and audiences 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and 
ideas 

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others 
and participating in debate. 

 
Implementation 
The National Curriculum aims are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum.   We use a wide 
variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our children.  Teachers also ensure that cross curricular 
links with current topic work are woven into the programme of study. The profile of writing is further raised by 
Whole School Book Week, writing competitions, displays, trips and visitors. 
 
English Lesson Sequence and overview: 
Each year group have a yearly overview of the writing genres, both narrative and non-fiction, that they will teach. 
These have been planned to ensure correct coverage of the key genres as well as build on skills from year to year.   
 
See appendix 1 for English Lesson Sequence 
 
Classroom organisation: 
We teach English as whole class lessons so that all children have access to the age-related skills and knowledge 
contained in the National Curriculum.  Within lessons, teachers and teaching assistants target support where 
necessary.  This may involve a greater level of scaffolding and access to additional support materials. Children 
working above the national expectation are given opportunities to extend their writing in a variety of ways, including 
through showing greater control in their writing, a deeper understanding of the impact that their writing has on the 
reader and by using a higher level of vocabulary and grammatical features. 
 
At Westwood First, the English Curriculum consists of: 
 
Speaking and Listening 
We understand that speaking and listening are the foundations of all learning in English.  In formal and informal 
situations we create and encourage opportunities for meaningful conversation, discussion and talk around learning.  
Questioning forms the basis of our teaching and we strongly encourage children to be inquisitive and to share their 
thoughts confidently in a supportive environment.   
 
Speaking and listening across the school involves: 
 
- Listening and participating in stories, poems, rhymes and songs. 



- Use of sentence stems to scaffold oral responses. 
- Questioning across the curriculum. 
- Drama activities. 
- Re-telling and role play. 
- Debating. 
- Collaborative work. 
- Presenting in front of an audience. 
 
Spelling 
Phonics is taught to children in EYFS, KS1 and those children needing to re-sit the phonics screening check in Y2. 
Spellings sessions for children in Y2-Y4 take place at least 4 times a week.  They are taught according to the rules and 
words contained in Appendix 1 of the English National Curriculum.  Children are given an overview of spellings to 
learn each week and are given a spelling test which contains words related to the rules taught each half term.  Daily 
spelling diaries are used for some children who need further repetition to retain spellings. 
 
When marking work, teachers identify up to five words that children have spelt incorrectly.  Children are then 
expected to practise writing the correct spelling.  As children progress, they are encouraged to use dictionaries and 
word mats to independently correct their spellings.  We also use mnemonics for teaching the spelling of tricky words 
as we have found these to be invaluable in helping children to remember these difficult spellings.  
 
Handwriting 
Motor skill activities are accessed daily in Reception to develop children’s fine motor skills.  Cursive handwriting is 
used across the school.  Children are introduced to this when they are developmentally ready.  Motor skill and 
handwriting Interventions take place in all year groups where necessary. 
 
Writing and grammar 
Early writing is taught through early mark making and as the children begin RWI phonics they are taught the letter 
formations. This begins with writing single letters, initial and final sounds, CVC words then moving onto short 
sentences using the sounds they have been taught.  Children are encouraged to write independently in continuous 
provision. 
 
In Y1 to Y4, our writing units are carefully designed text-led learning journeys, with a clear starting point and end 
outcome. 
Each unit considers: 
- The development of spoken language and vocabulary which transfer into writing skills. 
- Grammar journeys which children move through at their own pace.  Children are given targeted support to enable 
them to progress through the grammar journey. 
- Scaffolding and resources which are designed to support or challenge learners as appropriate. 
- Opportunities to apply taught skills in other areas of the curriculum. 
- Clear success criteria. 
- Frequent recapping of previously taught skills. 
 
 
Interventions 
For children who need additional support, we have several interventions that we may be able to provide including: 
ALK 
Launch the Lifeboat 
Toe by Toe 
Handwriting/motor skills e.g. Motor Skills Unite 
Phonics/spelling groups 
Daily spelling diary 
Nessy 
 
 
Marking and Feedback 
All marking and feedback is given in line with our marking and feedback policy.  Pictorial marking symbols are used 
so that the children can understand the feedback given.   



 
 
 
Assessments 
Children are assessed formatively through thorough questioning and marking to ensure that teachers understand 
where children are currently in their learning and what their next steps need to be. This helps to ensure that 
maximum progress is made throughout literacy teaching across the school.  The outcome of each unit will be an 
extended independent write which will be used to assess the pupil’s skills against the agreed success criteria.  We 
measure their progress and attainment using Talentum tracking assessments, STAR accelerated reader tests and 
standardised spelling tests.  Moderation meetings are held to ensure consistency and accuracy in reaching our 
judgments.   
 
Impact 
We strive to ensure that our children's attainment is in line with or exceeds their potential when we consider the 
varied starting points of all our children.  At the end of each year we expect the children to have achieved Age 
Related Expectations (ARE) for their year group. Some children will have progressed further and achieved greater 
depth (GD).  Children who have gaps in their knowledge receive appropriate support and intervention to begin to 
close those gaps.  
 
In pupil interviews children talk enthusiastically about reading and writing and understand the importance of this 
subject.   With the implementation of the grammar journey children are becoming more confident and competent 
writers.  We hope that as children move on from us to further their education, their creativity, passion for English 
and high aspirations continue to grow and develop as they do. 
 
 
 
 
Writing links to all of our school aims  

Aims: We encourage all children to become confident, independent individuals who have a thirst for 
learning and achievement, compassion and understanding for others, and the courage to stand up for 
what is right. We are a Rights Respecting School and everything we do is based on the principles of 
equality, dignity and respect. We ensure that children’s talents are nurtured and they are able to 
thrive so that they have the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active 
citizens. 

Values:  
kindness and respect, 
honesty and courage, 
curiosity and creativity 

Positive 
relationships 

Thoughtful, 
polite 
considerate  

Strong 
principled 
leaders 

Supportive 
team players 

Embrace 
challenge 

Ambitious 
aspirations 

Resilience Mental, 
emotional 
health and 
happiness. 

Strong home/ 
school 
partnership 

Local 
community, 
heritage, 
environment, 
culture,  

Citizenship 
and British 
values 

Understandi
ng of the 
wider world 

Respect and 
celebrate 
diversity 

Understan
ding of 
environme
ntal issues 

Confident to 
voice  
opinions 

Change the 
world for the 
better 
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Appendix 1: 
 
English lesson sequence 
 
Early Years / Reception 

Writing linked to quality texts, role play, RWI phonics, children’s experiences/ child initiated activities. 

 

Y1-Y4 

Writing is linked to quality texts and to RWI phonics. Purpose, audience and final outcome are considered and the 

success criteria contain features for the genre. 

 

- Familiarisation of the genre or text type through shared reading, role play, speaking activities etc. 

- Whole class reading activities 

- Vocabulary development 

- Annotation of an example - WAGOLL (What A Good One Looks Like) analysing and highlighting text features 

- Grammar journey (appendix 2) 

- Modelling and shared writing 

- Incidental writing 

- Final teaching points 

- Generating ideas and planning 

- Final outcome 1st draft 

- Proof reading and editing 

- Final draft where appropriate 

 

Drama strategies can be woven in to any stage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 2 – example grammar journey 

 

1. Identification of grammar feature in the 
text and discussion about the function. 

Full grown trees spring up and the chimneys begin to smoke. (additional 
information) 
His skin was as smooth as a child’s but it was dull and tired. (contrast) 
To live forever is not to live at all so I hid the book. 
(consequence) 

2. Matching activity with prepared sentence 
parts. 

His eyes were a child’s eyes but 
they were weary and far away 

3. Completion of sentence starters with 
prepared sentence parts. 

His eyes were a child’s eyes  
but     and     so 
they were weary and far away 

4. Completion of sentence starters with 
children writing their own sentence part. 

His eyes were a child’s eyes  

5. Writing sentences to match an illustration.  

6. Correcting misconceptions and errors in 
prepared sentences. 

Two hundred years ago someone hid the record card and book quietly 
vanished. 
Two hundred years ago someone hid the record card and the book quietly 
vanished. 

7. Improving a prepared sentence. The men had white hair and they had old faces. 
The old men had white hair and they had deeply-lined faces. 
The ancient men had wispy white hair like wood smoke and their faces were 
deeply lined. 

8. Manipulating a sentence to change the 
meaning and discussion. 

Peter just wanted to stand and stare but the old man was walking off down 
the path. 
Peter just wanted to stand and stare so the old man was walking off down the 
path. 
Peter just wanted to stand and stare and the old man was walking off down 
the path. 

9. Applying the grammar skill in a piece of 
writing. 

 


